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Year 11 ATAR Politics and Law 2024
Unit 1: Democracy and the Rule of Law

Task 1:  Short Answer Practice
	Total Marks: 	     /30


NAME:  __________________    DATE:  __________________


TIME ALLOWED
Reading Time: 2 minutes        Working time: 45 minutes


CONTENT COVERED
The separation of powers doctrine, the sovereignty of parliament, the division of powers, representative government, responsible government, constitutionalism, federalism and judicial independence.

The structure of the political and legal system in Australia

The roles of the legislative, executive and judicial branches of government











STRUCTURE OF THIS PAPER

	Format
	Number of questions available
	Number of questions to be answered
	Marks available

	Short Answer
	4
	3
	/ 30



1

6

Question 1
A) Explain the meaning of the term ‘federal system’ (Federalism).                       (2 Marks)
[bookmark: _Hlk127540663]______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________


B) Explain the difference between representative government and responsible government. G                                                                                                             (3 Marks)

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________








C) Discuss two features of the Separation of Powers as implemented in Australia.                                                                                                            F                                                                                                                                     (5 Marks)
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________











Question 2
A) Define the term ‘sovereignty of parliament’.                                                        (2 Marks)
[bookmark: _Hlk127540787]______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

B) Outline the role of the Senate in Federal Parliament.                                          (3 Marks)
[bookmark: _Hlk127540736]______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________


C) Discuss two Westminster conventions as they apply in the Australian political and legal system.                                                                                                                (5 Marks)
[bookmark: _Hlk127540842]______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________












Question 3
A) Explain the meaning of the term ‘constitutional executive’.                              (2 Marks)
[bookmark: _Hlk127540864]______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

B) Briefly explain the roles of the House of Representatives.                                 (3 Marks)
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________


C) “Parliament should create law while courts should interpret law.” Discuss how the Separation of Powers and the concept of Judicial Independence apply to this statement					                                                        (5 Marks)
[bookmark: _Hlk127540947]______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________












Question 4
A) Define the term ‘jurisdiction’.                                                                                   (2 Marks)
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

B) Outline the role of the Cabinet.                                                                               (3 Marks)
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________


C)  Discuss one advantage and one disadvantage of Australia’s bicameral parliament.                                                       F                                                                                                                                     (5 Marks)
[bookmark: _Hlk127540966]______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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